The clinical and surgical aspects of spinal tumors in children.
A series of 20 pediatric patients underwent surgery for spinal tumor at the Department of Neurosurgery, Gulhane Military Medical Academy between 1995 and 2003. Motor weakness and reflex changes were the main initial signs in these patients. Epidural tumors and intradural-extramedullary tumors were in equal number, and total tumor removal was achieved in most of the patients without adjuvant treatment. Laminotomy was the main surgical method in 60% of the patients with spinal tumor, especially in children younger than 3 years of age.